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Get cookin’
Attention, cooks!
You’re invited to
submit your favorite
dessert recipe,
including at least one
egg, in our
‘Eggstraordinary’
Recipe Contest. Five
winners will get cash
prizes. Details on
page 13.

Citizen photo by Matthew Engelhardt

Principal Claudia Grantham, complete with a special pig hat, gives a big smooch to
Daisy, the “most famous pig in the United States.” The Clintonville principal had prom-
ised to kiss the pig if the students could double the amount of books they read over the
summer.

Grantham keeps a promise
Clintonville
students read over
12,000 books;
school principal
kisses Daisy

That guest was Daisy Minor,
a pig whose popularity sur-
passes that of famous hogs like
Babe or Wilbur. Daisy travels
all over the country with her
owner Farmer Minor to en-
courage kids to read, and is
said to be the “most kissed pig
in the world.” The Clintonville
kids met the reading goal, com-
pleting well over 12,000 books,
and as a result Daisy paid a vis-
it to North Haven to receive
her kiss.

“I am so proud of all the
reading you have done,”
Grantham said before the big
moment.

Language Arts consultant
Kim Carew shared that pride.
She approached Grantham last
year with the idea of bringing
Daisy and Farmer Minor to
town, and as a result, Carew
was also honored with the
chance to kiss Daisy on the
head.

By Matthew Engelhardt
The North Haven Citizen

Election Night in North
Haven belonged to the incum-
bents, as both Rep. Steve
Fontana and Sen. Len Fasano
will be headed back to the state
Capitol after cruising to victo-
ry.

Fontana was elected to his
sixth term as the representa-
tive for the 87th District in the
Connecticut General Assem-
bly. The Democrat defeated Re-
publican challenger Laurie-
Jean Hannon by a final margin
of 6,183 votes to 2,969. By the
time the last ballot had been
tallied, Fontana had received
over 67 percent of the vote.

The state representative cel-
ebrated with fellow Democrats
at Grand APizza North on
Washington Avenue. He was
visibly moved by the support
he had received and thanked
the people of North Haven for
granting him another term in
the state house.

“I am very pleased,”
Fontana said. “It’s extremely
gratifying that my fellow
North Haveners decided to
send me back to Hartford. I en-

Legal
precedent
seems 
to favor
CMB

By Matthew Engelhardt
The North Haven Citizen

The court of public opinion
in North Haven appears to
have already ruled against the
development of Indian Ridge.
However, in an actual court, le-
gal precedent seems to be on
the side of CMB Capital Appre-
ciation LLC and developer
Chris Migliaro.

The Planning and Zoning
Commission is likely to close
its public hearing on the mat-
ter on Monday, Nov. 13. If the
PZC declines the application,
CMB would almost certainly
appeal the decision, a right

See Legal, page 16

A contented Daisy smiles
after receiving her kiss.
She might even be dream-
ing of more.

By Matthew Engelhardt
The North Haven Citizen

“Kiss the pig! Kiss the pig!”
That was the chant of the

students at Clintonville Ele-
mentary School on Nov. 8 as
their principal, Claudia
Grantham, made good on an
unusual promise. In the sum-
mer of 2005, the kids at the
North Haven school read 6,409
books. The teachers and ad-
ministration challenged them
to double that total in 2006, and
if they were successful, a very
special guest would come to
the school to receive a smooch
from the principal. See Promise, page 5

Familiar
faces
win ’06
election

See Election, page 7
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MidState Medical Center welcomes

Andrew J. Epstein, MD
Eye Health Professionals, P.C.
85 Barnes Road
Wallingford, Connecticut
� 203.284.9448
Dr. Epstein specializes in cataract surgery, glaucoma
management, and dry eye therapy. He also provides
screening for diabetic eye disease, as well as
comprehensive eye care, including examinations
for eyeglasses and contact lenses.

Do you have a MidState doctor? Call 1-866-MMC-5678           www.midstatemedical.org

Great doctors. Great care. Great hospital.

946589

Buy DIRECT From
The Factory and SAVE

FEATURES
• Fully Welded, Multi-Chambered Frame and Sash
• Unique Exterior Beveled Frame
• Standard 7/8” Insulated Glass
• Warm Edge InterceptTM Spacer

Placed Between The Two Panels of Glass
• Double-Locks For Windows Over  26” In Width
• Locking Half Screens Included
• Lifetime Warranty On Vinyl,

Glass & All Moving Parts
FREE

IN HOME ESTIMATES

CONTRACTORS &
DO-IT-YOURSELF WELCOME!

Licensed and
Fully Insured

This ad
supersedes
all others.

Some restrictions
may apply. 6/6/06

Check Us Out On The Web @
www.advancedwindowsystems.com

9 45092

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS
VINYL

$19900
Any size white double hung installed

up to 73 United Inches
Includes Installation and screen

(grids optional)

100%
Financing
Available

COLORS

White Sahara Brown
Exterior

White Interior

Almond

White Exterior
Light Oak Interior

White Exterior
Dark Oak Interior

Call 829-8044 or Toll Free 1-800-841-6544

Bow Windows Vinyl Siding Bay Windows

Connecticut
Registration
#00556507

Massachusetts
Registration
#00128207

Showroom Hours
M-F 8am - 4:30pm
Sat. 9am - 12pm

After Hours by Appointment Only.

71 Deming Road, Berlin, CTrrs TM

granted to the developer under
Connecticut General Statute 8-
30g, also known as the Afford-
able Housing Law. Approved in
1990, the law seeks to create
more affordable housing op-
portunities for state residents,
and Indian Ridge falls under
the statute as a result of offer-
ing 105 affordable housing
units to qualified applicants.
According to Neil Marcus, the
attorney representing CMB
and Migliaro, the need for af-
fordable housing in North
Haven overrules many of the
residents’ concerns, and based
on legal precedent, he may
have a convincing case.

“There is a crying out need
for public housing in North
Haven,” Marcus said.

According to the attorney,
there have been 143 cases un-
der 8-30g since 1990, where a
planning and zoning commis-
sion denied an application,
and the developer sought an
appeal. In 70 percent of those
cases, the developer won the
appeal and was granted the
right to develop.

Hypothetically, if Indian
Ridge were rejected by the
North Haven PZC, and the de-
cision was appealed, the case
would be assigned to a judge
who specifically handles hous-
ing appeals. According to Mar-
cus, the hearing would likely
take place in a court outside of
New Haven County.

The town of North Haven
would have to prove beyond
reasonable doubt that Indian
Ridge would create serious
problems for the community.
According to Marcus, there are
five situations where the PZC
decision would be upheld —
fire safety issues, inadequate
sewage disposal, an inade-
quate traffic study submitted
by the developer, inadequate
water supply and open space
considerations.

The North Haven Water Pol-
lution Control Authority has
already passed a negative rec-
ommendation to the PZC,
based on what it deems to be
inadequate pipes to handle
peak flow from the site. While
this may be applicable in a re-
jection of the application, oth-
er points argued by the public
and town officials might be
thrown out by a judge as rea-
sons for a denial.

According to Marcus, under
8-30g, judges do not consider
the following factors when
reaching a decision: popula-
tion density, preservation of
character of a neighborhood,
impact on the local school sys-
tem, violations of existing zon-
ing laws and plans of develop-
ment, traffic congestion (as op-
posed to traffic safety) and aes-
thetics. Many of these argu-
ments have been rallying
points for the town and the
neighbors, yet as far as Marcus
and CMB are concerned, they
will not factor into the deci-
sion.

Marcus’s claim was backed
up by attorney Timothy Hollis-
ter, of the Shipman and Good-
win LLP firm, in Hartford.
Hollister was one of many
lawyers who helped write the
Affordable Housing Law, and
he confirmed that Marcus was
correct that density, character
and aesthetics are not applica-
ble arguments. Hollister said
the town would need to con-
firm that the project would cre-
ate a health and safety prob-
lem.

A recent decision in the case
of the Toll Brothers Inc. versus
the town of Bethel illustrates
the precedent for the develop-
er. The Bethel development
bears several similarities to In-
dian Ridge. It’s to be built on a
road the town deems unsafe
and along the town’s border
with a larger city (in this
case, Danbury). Although the
project is much smaller than
Indian Ridge (134 units com-
pared to 350), Marcus looks to
this case as a successful ap-

peal of 8-30g.
Judge William Mottolese

ruled in favor of the developer,
essentially determining that
Bethel’s reasons for denying
the application were insignifi-
cant compared to that town’s
need for affordable housing.
He passed down the decision
on Oct. 16, and went so far as to
accuse the town of Bethel of
disapproving of the applica-
tion as the result of personal
prejudices.

Marcus said that North
Haven is a much different com-
munity, and he believes the res-
idents are good people who do
not share the same kind of
prejudices referred to by Mot-
tolese in his decision. Howev-
er, the decision did speak vol-
umes about the state’s commit-
ment to affordable housing,
and Marcus encouraged the
PZC to familiarize itself with
the Bethel case before it makes
its decision.

Jeffery Donofrio, North
Haven’s town attorney, has
been keeping a keen eye on the
progress of Indian Ridge as de-
cisions are made and testimo-
ny continues. He declined to
comment on defending against
an appeal, citing that the
record is still continuing and
no decision has been reached
by the PZC.

“Our position would be
based upon the record that the
Planning and Zoning Commis-
sion relies on when making
the decision,” Donofrio said re-
ferring to testimony collected
at multiple public hearings
and the records and recom-
mendations from the Inland

Wetlands Commission and
WPCA.

“It’s very difficult to find
two cases that are identical,”
Donofrio said. “Any decision
made by the Planning and Zon-
ing Commission is based on
the record that has developed
at these specific hearings.”

Donofrio encouraged the
PZC to be diligent in its deci-
sion, stating there are four
prongs on which it needs to be
made in relation to 8-30g. The
decision must be supported by
sufficient evidence with a full
review of the record. It needs
to be a decision based on the
health and safety of the resi-
dents, needs to weigh public in-
terest versus the need for af-
fordable housing and needs to
allow for the possibility of rea-
sonable change being made to
the development.

In regards to the legal prece-
dent, Donofrio said that every
8-30g appeal is unique, and all
have to do with the best inter-
ests of the particular munici-
palities involved. If Indian
Ridge is approved, construc-
tion of the 350-unit, age 55-and-
up community would be al-
lowed to begin on the North
Haven/East Haven border off
of Half Mile Road. If Indian
Ridge is rejected and an appeal
is made, Donofrio will defend
the decision of the PZC as hav-
ing acted in the best interest of
North Haven and having re-
jected the application based on
reasonable objections.

Since the announcement of
the project, developer Migliaro

Legal
Continued from page 1

See Legal, page 21
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942583

North Haven KinderCare
70-A Washington Avenue

(203) 239-7474
(Behind Webster Bank)

NAEYC
Academy for
Early
Childhood
Program
Accreditation

Get FREE REGISTRATION When You Enroll!*
Accepting Care 4 Kids • Preschool programs • 6 wks. to 12 yrs.

Transportation to area schools available

886274

just for kids...

Your Child’s Birthday
in

The North Haven Citizen

Fill out an announcement form and return to the North
Haven Citizen’s office. Forms may be picked up at our

office or online at www.theNorthHavenCitizen.com

Aubrey Monroe
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxSAMPLE

906190

CELEBRATE

460 Washington Ave., North Haven

Call Us about our Flexible Schedule
Incredible Infants

- Terrific Twos
Practically Perfect Preschoolers

EARLY CARE & EDUCATION CENTER

Same Staff, New Phone #

486 Clintonville Rd., North Haven 985-1516

OPEN 7:00 AM
TO 6:00 PM

Lic. #16171

926754

934986

St. Therese
Nursery School
St. Therese

Nursery School

203-234-9971

For more information or a private tour
Please contact

Michele Adinolfi-Lucibello, Director

555 Middletown Avenue,
North Haven

945403

Wallingford Shopping Plaza • 970 North Colony Rd., Wallingford • Phone (203) 269-0008
Men • Women • Children • Walk-ins Welcome - Open 7 Days

$10.00 OFF
Highlights w/Kate

Call for your appointment today!
Not to be combined with any other offer. Exp. 11/30/06

$2.00 OFF
Adult Haircut

Not to be combined with any other offer.
Exp. 11/30/06

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖

We would like to welcome
Kate to our Staff of
Professional Stylists.
Kate specializes in Precision
Haircutting and Highlighting.

We would like to welcome
Kate to our Staff of
Professional Stylists.
Kate specializes in Precision
Haircutting and Highlighting.

We would like to welcome
Kate to our Staff of
Professional Stylists.
Kate specializes in Precision
Haircutting and Highlighting.

and CMB have met with an out-
cry of criticism from town offi-
cials and residents alike. 

First Selectman Kevin
Kopetz has encouraged a nega-
tive recommendation on the
grounds that Indian Ridge
does not fit the North Haven
Plan of Conservation and De-
velopment. 

Selectwoman Janet McCar-
ty says the town needs afford-

Legal
Continued from page 16 

able housing but Half Mile
Road is not the right place of a
large development. 

Neighbors have complained
that the development is out of
character with their neighbor-
hood, would create many traf-
fic issues and would have a
negative effect on safety and
their quality of life.

Send us
your news
news@thenorthhavencitizen.com

Animal Haven Adoptions

Adoptees
Pets can be adopted from

Animal Haven, 89 Mill Road,
(203) 239-2641. All animals have
been neutered or spayed.

Dogs
Durango is a male Dobie

shepherd mix born Sept. 13,
1999, and now weights 67
pounds. He is epileptic and re-
quires medication twice a day
to prevent seizure. He does not
do well with other dogs or cats.
He does love adults and is par-
ticularly great with children.
Durango’s favorite comfort toy
is a rock, which he sleeps with
and washes in the morning. He
walks well on a leash and is
housebroken. It would be best
if he were the only household
pet.

Corky is an 8-year-old
Pomeranian-Corgi mix and
neutered.

Cats
Thurston is an 8-year-old

neutered male. He was
dropped off at the center. He is
a Chinese short-hair purebred
and is quiet. His behavior with
cats, dogs or children is un-
known.

Merlin came at the center in
February because the children
he was with had allergies and
asthma. He was excellent with
these children who were 7 and
9 years old. He is about six
years old.

Durango Corky

Thurston

Visit us on the Web:
www.thenorthhavencitizen.com


